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DETROIT and all of Southeastern Michigan is a hub of CREATIVITY

ART is in our DNA…
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But ART is disappearing from our schools.
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The need for Art Road

LIFE WITHOUT ART CLASS WOULD BE GREY
There is a creativity crisis across the United States. Across the country more and more schools are
eliminating art class in k-12 education.
Only 40% of Detroit Public Schools have art class. Down 80% from 10 years ago.
According to an article in which Art Road was featured, by Michael Hodges in 2010, Detroit News .
Art Road gets calls from across the country and from teachers in Southeastern Michigan that hear
of our exceptional art program and wish for us to bring our art program to their school.
Budget cuts have ignored the fact that students with art education classes have better test scores
Children that participate in arts programs have also shown an increased love of learning and
develop a greater ability to be prepared for the workplace of tomorrow.
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Art Road’s Mission: Bringing Art Class Back Into Schools

Art Road’s Vision:
That children throughout Southeastern Michigan have access to art instruction.

Art Road’s Guiding Principles:
Artistic Excellence, Personal Expression and Engaged

“Every child is an artist…the problem is how to remain an
artist once we grow up”
Pablo Picasso
“Arts participation – in school or in the workplace –
strengthens our ‘creativity muscles,’ which builds our
creativity – the fuel that drives innovation.” (Americans for the Arts)
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Who we serve
Since 2004, Art Road has served over 6,500 students with visual art instruction in schools that lack art in
their curriculum. Students that are budding artists that deserve the richness of Art Road’s Art Program.
Art Road student population: 98% African American 2% Hispanic/Latino/White
2014-2015 School Year Art Road brought art class back into the following schools for the entire school year:
Thomas Edison Elementary School:
315 students kindergarten through fifth grade including special needs students.

Charles Wright Academy of Arts & Sciences:
527 students kindergarten through fifth grade including special needs students.

Charles L. Spain Elementary School:
428 students kindergarten through fifth grade including special needs students.
NOTE:
All three schools are Title I Public Schools in Detroit that lack art in their curriculum. Title I school, at least 40% of school
students must be from low-income families who qualify under the United States Census’s definition of low-income, according
to the U.S. Department of Education.
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What we do
Sparking The Minds of Our Next Generation of Creative Thinkers
Art Road provides the best art instructors and art projects at a very sophisticated
level. Including exceptional art materials, passionate volunteers and brilliant
guest artists in various art professions, art program coordination all school year
long to schools that lack art in their curriculum. We have established and
dedicated art rooms at Thomas Edison Elementary School, Charles Wright
Academy of Arts & Sciences and Charles L. Spain Elementary School and our goal
is to grow to additional Title One Schools that lack art in their curriculum.
Kimberly Holback, exceptional fine artist was our art instructor at Charles
Wright on Mondays and Wednesdays throughout the school year from
8am -3pm. Kimberly instructed over 300 students each week.
Carrie Mazure, Cranbrook Academy of Art Graduate and gifted artist was our
art instructor at Charles L. Spain Elementary School on Mondays from 8:30am3:30 pm and at Thomas Edison Elementary School on Fridays from 8:30am-3:30
pm throughout the school year. Carrie instructed over 300 student each week.
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Why is Art Road worthy of investment
“We have come to a point in time when our education system has eliminated most arts programming from its list of core
academic subjects. With the elimination of such a vital piece of curricula, one can’t help but wonder the fate of local arts in our
communities, and the innovation and creativity lost to society. We recognize and appreciate that Art Road Nonprofit sees
what’s at stake and has formed an organization to bring art back to the classroom. By no stretch is this a simple task, which is
why we’ve joined efforts with your organization to provide funding, resources and volunteers over the past eight years.”
Jennifer Korman, Community Relations Mercedes-Benz Financial Services – Platinum Corporate Partner

“I have seen kids who have phenomenal talent…there was this one girl who was drawing these cans and it was almost photo
realistic. She has to be 10 years old and I thought to myself, this girl is incredibly talented. She definitely could have an amazing
future in design. I hope so much that this experience and the possibilities of what she could be doing that will nurture her and take
her to the next level. They are talented young people that you can tell have a gift. If we could inspire them by sharing different
potential careers I think that would be very very exciting.
Terri Tahnoose, Vice President Global Product Marketing Lear Corporation – Presenting Sponsor/Host Art Road 10 Year Anniversary Event

“An investment in Art Road is a commitment to enriching the lives of children through the arts. Art Road provides much more than arts
instruction for students: they foster an outlet for creative expression, develop a source of student achievement, and provide a new lens
through which children can learn and interact. The positive impact of these programs is evident through the joy of the students as arts
education is reestablished as a priority in their lives.”
Max M. & Marjorie S. Fisher Foundation Staff – Cornerstone Partner

”If you think of your childhood and were fortunate enough to have had art, think of an art project you made or your favorite
one that may be at your mother’s house or cherished at your own home. Now flip that and think of your life if you did not have
art class. By providing funding on a regular basis, I am able to give a child art and receive, in turn art from the art class by email.
It is like getting a gift when you print out the art from the month and put it on the refrigerator. I can’t wait to get my Art Road art
each month in my email.”
John Kuderik, Kuderik and Associates – Artner *
* Artner – Art Road donor who is providing art class to one student for the entire school year
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IMPACT: What the Principals are saying about Art Road
Thomas Edison Elementary School
“Art Road has been a tremendous asset to the entire Edison Community. Our students have gained a sense of pride in their art
projects and the freedom to feel a sense of success outside of the academic setting. Weekly, the students look forward to the
Friday sessions and the opportunity to express themselves in the most creative nature within art classes. In addition, the Art Road
program allows the teachers to be an active observer in the class due to the fact that all the lessons are led by energetic,
motivated, and innovative instructors. Lastly, the Art Road program has increased my students’ overall exposure to a wide
range of life experiences and future careers. I am incredibly grateful for all of the hard work and dedication that Edison has
received from the Art Road program. I am hopeful that other schools in our district will have the opportunity to experience this
wonderful program.”
Marcus Davenport, Principal Thomas Edison Elementary School

Charles Wright Academy of Arts & Science
“Charles Wright Academy of Arts & Science is overwhelmed to be selected to have Art Road Nonprofit at our school. For the
past 4 years, Art Road has brought art classes to our students twice a week. The students have the opportunity to show their
artsy talents while also increasing their daily attendance. Yes, because of Art Road our student attendance has increased. The
students really look forward to their art class. I would love to see Art Road receive a grant to cover some of the cost. Without
this program our art students will not have any art.”
Kimberly Davis, Principal Charles Wright Academy Arts & Science

Charles L. Spain Elementary School
“The Art Road has been a great community partner of Charles L. Spain Elementary School for a year and a half bringing art
classes to our students during the curriculum throughout the entire school year. As the principal, I have seen the masterful art
art the students are creating and hear from the teachers the benefit of having Art Road at our school.”
Ronald Alexander, Principal Charles L. Spain Elementary School
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IMPACT: What the Students are saying about Art Road
“ART IS LIFE”

Kendall

“Being an Artist is my Life”

Kayla

“I like all the art projects because their very creative. They even made me use my mind” Jamie

“It feels like I’m a real artist.”

Charlton

“It is good to see my art on shirts because it might
encourage someone else to do art.” Summer
“Do

I have art class today?”
If you say yes, the student’s squeal, pump their fist or jump up and down…if you say no not
today….they scowl and put their head down and walk away…
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IMPACT: What the Teachers are saying about Art Road

“It is awesome to have the collaboration of the artist working with our students.
It allows our students to express themselves and feel valued.” Ms. Ballard
“Opens their eyes to different career options.” Ms. McIntosh
“Art helps bridge a connection between the concepts-of-print for kindergarteners, they learn, that if the words
carry the meaning, then illustrations can supply the visuals towards a better understanding about what’s
being read or written…They are allowed to be creative and it’s a confidence builder, and they are proud of
what they do and like what they do. They enjoy it!” Ms. Smith

The students’ teachers are in the art room at all times with their students with the Art Road’s art instructor and
sit side by side with their students and do the art project along with their students. The teachers express
gratitude to Art Road to be able to express themselves creatively and see their students’ early childhood
development skills enhanced through art class. The teachers recognize the amazing art created by their students
and often are relating to the students the art lesson with a lessons they have been working on in other subjects.
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IMPACT: RESULTS
Principals:

100% Art Road Art Program exceeds the
State of Michigan’s Art Education
Guidelines for Visual Arts.

Teachers:

Students:
90% Art class makes
me want to come to school.

97% Our school should continue to
have art class.

86% The Art Road Art Program has had a positive
effect on behavioral issues.

79% I can use art in my other
classes, like reading math and
science.

82% Increased critical thinking skills as reflected in
their writing, class discussion, and the artistic
choices made throughout their project work.

92% Built the students capacity in arts making skills
and techniques from project to project, and
year to year.

88% Increased their students communication
skills and ability to work cooperatively with
others through their art form.

84%

Art class helps me express
myself and what I am learning.

92%

I learn about famous artists in art
class.

Data based on: 3 Principals, 41 Teachers, 998 Students from Edison Elementary,
Spain Elementary, and the Charles Wright Academy of Arts & Science
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Guest Artists – Careers in the Arts

Automotive Design with GM Designer
Automotive Seating Design with Lear Corporation Designers

Mural art with Todd Patrick: The Legacy of Jesse Owens Mural to promote the Film titled: RACE by Focus Features and exhibited at FAME Shop

International Graffiti Artist Shades Inspired Art with MyLocker

Glass Blowing Demo by The Michigan Glass Project
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Art Road Donors
$45,000-$50,000

$25-$224

Mercedes-Benz Financial Services

Aaron, Patti
Active Network-Super Run Detroit
Anderson, John
Bacher, Claudine
Bandoni-Menhart, Joanne
Bartoy, Michael J.
Braund, Pamela
Boyle-Williams, Pamela
Brightwing
Bush, Erica
Cara Mia Consulting, LLC
Cox, Anne
Dayne, Donald
Dickson, Thomas
Diegel, Shalimar
Gentner, Ricky
Ghazal, Maria Isabel
Habig, Thomas
Hadley, Phillip
Hedge, Tina
Hirzel, Nicholson
Hotz, Jack
Ignatius, Mara
Jones, Carla
Lapinski, Peggy
Leopold-Fernandez, Julie
MacAdam, Carol
Masco Corporation
McDonald, Beverly
McFarland, Kassandra
Milleschin, Erin
Minor, Michelle

$25,000

Lear Corporation
$5,000-$15,000

Patrice K. Aaron Family Foundation
Max M. & Marjorie S. Fisher Foundation

$1,000-$4,999

Allied Integrated Marketing
Bloomfield Hills Optimist Club
Brightwing Golf Outing
Demkowicz, Connie
Edison Elementary School
Mitchell’s Fish Market
Reid Grant, Sheri
Wayne County Sheriff Youth and Senior Education Fund
$225-$500

Blank, Charlotte
Brighton Collectibles
Casper, Ken & Monica
Greenhalgh, Noreen
Hochstein, Justin
Hoogendoorn, Dave & Deb
Kananen, Todd
Kirkwood, Vincent
Kuderik, John
Menhart, Kurt
Murphy, Michael
Nextep Systems
Preinnger, William, Jr.
Simmons, Kay

Parks, Andra
Peters, Kimberly
Phillips, M. Jane
Ryan, Kathleen
Salkowski, Paulette
Salter, Diane
Sharp, Kathryn
Siffermann, Robert
Smith, Danya
Stamatoulakis, Nick
Tapani, Lana M.
Votaw, Scott
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What is next for Art Road

Foundation:
Art Road has deep roots that have grown to encompass even more creative & bright students, volunteers and donors. The
bonds are deep, as our donors, art instructors, volunteers and guest artists have been with our students for years. Thankful
to those that believe in our principles: Artistic Excellence, Personal Expression and Engaged and that have nurtured our art
students’ creativity. Our art students have a sense of Joy and accomplishment through Art Road.
Art Road has increased attendance in the schools, generating a desire in our students to want to come to school, provided
exceptional art instruction and artistic skills that can be used in other subjects and decreased behavioral issues. Principals
and teachers are hearing about us and contact us to see how they can have our art program at their school.

Future:
Our future is like a beautiful new set of watercolors, full of richness in colors and what may be created.
We know there are thousands of students right here in our own backyard that deserve our high level art program and we
will use the momentum and 10 year track record to build upon to grow to additional schools. In crafting our five year
strategic plan, we wish to increase our organizational capacity to ensure that we maintain our high level of art and
engagement and increase awareness in our community and the world to double the number of students we serve.
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Board of Directors:

Board Chair: Cathi Anderson, SMRG
Vice Chair: Todd Kananen, Todd Patrick Design
Treasurer: Vincent Kirkwood, MRA experiential tours & equipment
Secretary: Bill Preininger, Lear Corporation
Board Members:
Charlotte Blank, GM
Marcus Davenport, Principal Edison Elementary School
Stephanie Battaglia, MyLocker
Tony Amato, President/CEO MRA experiential tours & equipment
Carol Hofgartner, Executive Director & Founder Art Road
Executive Director & Founder:

Carol Hofgartner

Advisors:

Donna Baciulis, Construct
John Kuderik, CPA Kuderik & Associates
Patti Aaron, Patrice K. Aaron Family Foundation
Penny Bailer, Detroit Community Activist & Volunteer &
Former Executive Director City Year
Phil Ohman, Raymond James & Associates
Neil Hitz, SCORE Volunteer
Rick Loewenstein, Former JARC Executive Director,
Former Chief Advancement Officer Cranbrook
Educational Community & Past President Gleaners
Terri Tahnoose, Vice President Lear Corporation
Art Road Office:

Art Instructors:

15030 Santa Anita Livonia, MI 48154

Kimberly Holback
Carrie Mazure

Phone:

Operations Manager and Volunteer Coordinator:

Stephen Hofgartner
Development Director:

(313) 407-9805
Email:

Janet Torno

artroad@provide.net

Founding Board of Directors:

Website:

John Anderson, The CEO advantage
Kim Knapp, Corporate Life Success
Mark Lichtman, ZenaComp Inc.
Todd Kananen, Todd Patrick Design
Tonya Acha, Referral Institute
Carol Hofgartner, Art Road Founder

www.artroadnonprofit.org
FacebooK:

Art Road Nonprofit
Instagram:

ARTROAD_DETROIT
Twitter:

Art Road
@ArtRoad
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